An endogenous inhibitor of GABA receptor binding.
An endogenous inhibitor of GABA receptor binding was prepared from synaptic membrane of rat brain with 0.05% Triton X-100. The endogenous inhibitor was competitive with GABA for GABA binding sites. The inhibition of GABA receptor binding by the endogenous inhibitor was blocked by the allosteric effect of diazepam. In the presence of diazepam, specific [3H]GABA binding was greater in a medium containing the endogenous inhibitor than in one containing an equal inhibitory potency of GABA, whereas there was no difference in the absence of diazepam. This indicated that the endogenous inhibitor was not GABA itself.